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“When we think of our values, we think of what is important to
us in our lives (e.g., security, independence, wisdom, success,
kindness, pleasure). Each of us holds numerous values with
varying degrees of importance. A particular value may be very
important to one person, but unimportant to another”.
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“People’s life circumstances provide opportunities to
pursue or express some values more easily than others: For
example, wealthy persons can pursue power values more
easily, and people who work in the free professions can express
self-direction values more easily”.
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"Life circumstances also impose constraints against
pursuing or expressing values. Having dependent children
constrains parents to limit their pursuit of stimulation values by
avoiding risky activities. And people with strongly ethnocentric
peers find it hard to express universalism values. In other
words, life circumstances make the pursuit or expression of
different values more or less rewarding or costly. For example,
a woman who lives in a society where common gender
stereotypes prevail is likely to be rewarded for pursuing
benevolence values and sanctioned for pursuing power." ®
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